Source of material
The title compound was obtained by reacting 3-mercapto-1H-1,2,4-triazole (2.02 g, 20 mmol) with chloroacetic acid (1.89 g, 20 mmol) and sodium carbonate (3.12 g, 20 mmol) in aqueous solution (30 mL). After being refluxed for 3hunder stirring, the reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature and concentrated hydrochloric acid was introduced with stirring until pH =2.The precipitate was filtered off and washed with water, giving colorless crude product. Then the crude product was recrystal-lized from water and the target crystals were subjected to X-ray diffraction analysis. Discussion 1,2,4-Triazole derivatives have been extensively investigated because they possess awide spectrum of chemotherapeutic activities including anti-inflammatory [1, 2] , anticancer [3] , antimicrobial [4] [5] [6] , and antifungal [7] . In fact, some of their derivatives are active constituents of currently used drugs [6] . The title moleule consists of a1,2,4-triazole ring and aflexible chain (-C1-S1-C3-C4-)containing carboxy group (figure, top). The atoms C1, C2, N1, N2 and N3 are coplanar and form aconjugated plane with amean deviation of 0.002 Å.The bond lengths of C1-N1, C1-N2, C2-N2, C2-N3 and N1-N3 are 1.317 (2) 
